
 
Assembly Bill No. 2601 

CHAPTER 495 

 

An act to amend Section 51931 of the Education Code, relating to pupil instruction. 
[Approved by Governor September 18, 2018. Filed with Secretary of State September 18, 2018.] 

 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 

AB 2601, Weber. Pupil instruction: sexual health education: charter schools.  

(1) Existing law establishes a system of public elementary and secondary schools in this state and 

authorizes local educational agencies throughout the state to operate schools and provide instruction to pupils 

in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive. Existing law, the Charter Schools Act of 1992, provides for the 

establishment and operation of charter schools, as provided.  

Existing law, the California Healthy Youth Act, requires school districts, as defined, to ensure that all 

pupils in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, receive comprehensive sexual health education and human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) prevention education, as specified.  

This bill would also require, commencing with the 2019–20 school year, charter schools to ensure that 

all pupils in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, receive comprehensive sexual health education and HIV prevention 

education, as specified. By imposing additional requirements on charter schools, this bill would impose a state-

mandated local program.  

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for 

certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.  

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs 

mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted 

above.  

 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:  
 

SECTION 1. Section 51931 of the Education Code is amended to read:  

51931. For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply:  

(a) “Age appropriate” refers to topics, messages, and teaching methods suitable to particular ages or age 

groups of children and adolescents, based on developing cognitive, emotional, and behavioral capacity typical 

for the age or age group.  

(b) “Comprehensive sexual health education” means education regarding human development and sexuality, 

including education on pregnancy, contraception, and sexually transmitted infections.  

(c) “English learner” means a pupil as described in subdivision (a) of Section 306.  

(d) “HIV prevention education” means instruction on the nature of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and 

AIDS, methods of transmission, strategies to reduce the risk of HIV infection, and social and public health 

issues related to HIV and AIDS.  

(e) “Instructors trained in the appropriate courses” means instructors with knowledge of the most recent 

medically accurate research on human sexuality, healthy relationships, pregnancy, and HIV and other sexually 

transmitted infections.  

(f) “Medically accurate” means verified or supported by research conducted in compliance with scientific 

methods and published in peer-reviewed journals, where appropriate, and recognized as accurate and objective 

by professional organizations and agencies with expertise in the relevant field, such as the federal Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, the American Public Health Association, the American Academy of 

Pediatrics, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.  

(g) (1) “School district” includes county boards of education, county superintendents of schools, the California 

School for the Deaf, and the California School for the Blind.  

(2) Commencing with the 2019–20 school year, “school district” also includes charter schools.  

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated by the state, 
reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 

(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.  



Assembly Bill No. 1436 

CHAPTER 527 

 

An act to add Sections 4980.396, 4989.23, 4996.27, and 4999.66 to the Business and Professions Code, 

relating to healing arts. 
[Approved by Governor September 19, 2018. Filed with Secretary of State September 19, 2018.] 

 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 
AB 1436, Levine. Board of Behavioral Sciences: licensees: suicide prevention training.  

Existing law, the Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Act, the Educational Psychologist Practice Act, the 

Clinical Social Worker Practice Act, and the Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor Act, provides for the 

licensure and regulation of marriage and family therapists, educational psychologists, clinical social workers, 

and professional clinical counselors, respectively, by the Board of Behavioral Sciences. Existing law requires a 

person applying for licensure as a marriage and family therapist, educational psychologist, clinical social 

worker, or professional clinical counselor to complete specified coursework and training, requires licensees to 

complete specified continuing education requirements, and requires a licensee on inactive status to complete 

certain continuing education requirements as a condition of having his or her license reactivated.  

This bill, on or after January 1, 2021, would require an applicant for licensure as a marriage and family 

therapist, an educational psychologist, a clinical social worker, or a professional clinical counselor to complete 

a minimum of 6 hours of coursework or applied experience under supervision in suicide risk assessment and 

intervention. The bill would require, as a one-time requirement, a licensed marriage and family therapist, 

educational psychologist, clinical social worker, or professional clinical counselor to have completed this 

suicide risk assessment and intervention training requirement prior to the time of his or her first renewal after 

January 1, 2021. The bill would also require an applicant for reactivation or for reinstatement to an active 

license status on or after January 1, 2021, to have completed this suicide risk assessment and intervention 

training requirement. The bill would require that proof of compliance with requirements be certified under 

penalty of perjury and be retained for submission to the board upon request. By expanding the crime of 

perjury, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.  

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs 

mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.  
 

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.  

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:  
 

SECTION 1. Section 4980.396 is added to the Business and Professions Code, immediately following Section 

4980.395, to read:  

4980.396. (a) On or after January 1, 2021, an applicant for licensure as a marriage and family therapist shall 

show, as part of the application, that he or she has completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied 

experience under supervision in suicide risk assessment and intervention. This requirement shall be met in one 

of the following ways:  

(1) Obtained as part of his or her qualifying graduate degree program. To satisfy this requirement, the applicant 

shall submit to the board a written certification from the registrar or training director of the educational 

institution or program from which the applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by this section 

is included within the institution’s curriculum required for graduation at the time the applicant graduated, or 

within the coursework that was completed by the applicant.  

(2) Obtained as part of his or her applied experience. Applied experience can be met in any of the following 

settings: practicum or associateship that meets the requirement of this chapter, formal postdoctoral placement 

that meets the requirements of Section 2911, or other qualifying supervised experience. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a written certification from the director of training for the 

program or primary supervisor where the qualifying experience has occurred stating that the training required 

by this section is included within the applied experience.  

(3) By taking a continuing education course that meets the requirements of Section 4980.54. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a certification of completion.  



(b) As a one-time requirement, a licensee prior to the time of his or her first renewal after January 1, 2021, or 

an applicant for reactivation or reinstatement to an active license status on or after January 1, 2021, shall have 

completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied experience under supervision in suicide risk 

assessment and intervention, using one of the methods specified in subdivision (a).  

(c) Proof of compliance with this section shall be certified under penalty of perjury that he or she is in 

compliance with this section and shall be retained for submission to the board upon request.  

SEC. 2. Section 4989.23 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read:  

4989.23. (a) On or after January 1, 2021, an applicant for licensure as an educational psychologist shall show, 

as part of the application, that he or she has completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied  

experience under supervision in suicide risk assessment and intervention. This requirement shall be met in one 

of the following ways:  

(1) Obtained as part of his or her qualifying graduate degree program. To satisfy this requirement, the applicant 

shall submit to the board a written certification from the registrar or training director of the educational 

institution or program from which the applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by this section 

is included within the institution’s curriculum required for graduation at the time the applicant graduated, or 

within the coursework that was completed by the applicant.  

(2) Obtained as part of his or her applied experience. Applied experience can be met in any of the following 

settings: practicum, supervised experience gained pursuant to Section 4989.20, formal postdoctoral placement 

that meets the requirements of Section 2911, or other qualifying supervised experience. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a written certification from the director of training for the 

program or primary supervisor where the qualifying experience has occurred stating that the training required 

by this section is included within the applied experience.  

(3) By taking a continuing education course that meets the requirements of Section 4989.34. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a certification of completion.  

(b) As a one-time requirement, a licensee prior to the time of his or her first renewal after January 1, 2021, or 

an applicant for reactivation or reinstatement to an active license status on or after January 1, 2021, shall have 

completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied experience under supervision in suicide risk 

assessment and intervention, using one of the methods specified in subdivision (a).  

(c) Proof of compliance with this section shall be certified under penalty of perjury that he or she is in 

compliance with this section and shall be retained for submission to the board upon request.  

SEC. 3. Section 4996.27 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read:  

4996.27. (a) On or after January 1, 2021, an applicant for licensure as a clinical social worker shall show, as 

part of the application, that he or she has completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied 

experience under supervision in suicide risk assessment and intervention. This requirement shall be met in one 

of the following ways:  

(1) Obtained as part of his or her qualifying graduate degree program. To satisfy this requirement, the applicant 

shall submit to the board a written certification from the registrar or training director of the educational 

institution or program from which the applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by this section 

is included within the institution’s curriculum required for graduation at the time the applicant graduated, or 

within the coursework that was completed by the applicant.  

(2) Obtained as part of his or her applied experience. Applied experience can be met in any of the following 

settings: practicum or associateship that meets the requirement of this chapter, formal postdoctoral placement 

that meets the requirements of Section 2911, or other qualifying supervised experience. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a written certification from the director of training for the 

program or primary supervisor where the qualifying experience has occurred stating that the training required 

by this section is included within the applied experience.  

(3) By taking a continuing education course that meets the requirements of Section 4996.22. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a certification of completion.  

(b) As a one-time requirement, a licensee prior to the time of his or her first renewal after January 1, 2021, or 

an applicant for reactivation or reinstatement to an active license status on or after January 1, 2021, shall have 

completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied experience under supervision in suicide risk 

assessment and intervention, using one of the methods specified in subdivision (a).  



(c) Proof of compliance with this section shall be certified under penalty of perjury that he or she is in 

compliance with this section and shall be retained for submission to the board upon request.  

SEC. 4. Section 4999.66 is added to the Business and Professions Code, to read:  

4999.66. (a) On or after January 1, 2021, an applicant for licensure as a professional clinical counselor shall 

show, as part of the application, that he or she has completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied 

experience under supervision in suicide risk assessment and intervention. This requirement shall be met in one 

of the following ways:  

(1) Obtained as part of his or her qualifying graduate degree program. To satisfy this requirement, the applicant 

shall submit to the board a written certification from the registrar or training director of the educational 

institution or program from which the applicant graduated stating that the coursework required by this section 

is included within the institution’s curriculum required for graduation at the time the applicant graduated, or 

within the coursework that was completed by the applicant.  

(2) Obtained as part of his or her applied experience. Applied experience can be met in any of the following 

settings: practicum or associateship that meets the requirement of this chapter, formal postdoctoral placement 

that meets the requirements of Section 2911, or other qualifying supervised experience. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a written certification from the director of training for the 

program or primary supervisor where the qualifying experience has occurred stating that the training required 

by this section is included within the applied experience.  

(3) By taking a continuing education course that meets the requirements of Section 4999.76. To satisfy this 

requirement, the applicant shall submit to the board a certification of completion.  

(b) As a one-time requirement, a licensee prior to the time of his or her first renewal after January 1, 2021, or 

an applicant for reactivation or reinstatement to an active license status on or after January 1, 2021, shall have 

completed a minimum of six hours of coursework or applied experience under supervision in suicide risk 

assessment and intervention, using one of the methods specified in subdivision (a).  

(c) Proof of compliance with this section shall be certified under penalty of perjury that he or she is in 

compliance with this section and shall be retained for submission to the board upon request.  

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California 

Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred 

because this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a 

crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of 

a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.  

 

  



Senate Bill No. 972 

CHAPTER 460 

 

An act to amend the heading of Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 215) of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 

1 of Title 1 of, and to add Section 215.5 to, the Education Code, relating to pupil and student health. 
[Approved by Governor September 17, 2018. Filed with Secretary of State September 17, 2018.] 

 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 
SB 972, Portantino. Pupil and student health: identification cards: suicide prevention hotline telephone 

numbers.  

Existing law, the California Suicide Prevention Act of 2000, authorizes the State Department of Health Care 

Services to establish and implement a suicide prevention, education, and gatekeeper program to reduce the 

severity, duration, and incidence of suicidal behaviors. The act authorizes the State Department of Health Care 

Services to contract with an outside agency to establish and implement a targeted public awareness and 

education campaign on suicide prevention and treatment, and requires that the target population include junior 

high and high school students.  

Existing law requires the governing board or body of a county office of education, school district, state special 

school, or charter school that serves pupils in grades 7 to 12, inclusive, to, before the beginning of the 2017–18 

school year, adopt a policy on pupil suicide prevention, as specified, that specifically addresses the needs of 

high-risk groups. Existing law requires the Instructional Quality Commission to consider developing, and 

recommending for adoption by the State Board of Education, a distinct category on mental health instruction to 

educate pupils about all aspects of mental health, including, among other things, depression and suicidal 

thoughts and behaviors, as specified. Existing law requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to send a 

notice to each middle school, junior high school, and high school that encourages each school to provide 

suicide prevention training to each school counselor, provides information on the availability of certain suicide 

prevention training curriculum, informs schools about certain suicide prevention training, and describes how a 

school might retain those services.  

This bill would require a public school, including a charter school, or a private school, that serves pupils in any 

of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, and that issues pupil identification cards to have printed on either side of the pupil 

identification cards the telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, and would authorize 

those schools to have printed on either side of the pupil identification cards the Crisis Text Line and a local 

suicide prevention hotline telephone number. The bill would require a public or private institution of higher 

education that issues student identification cards to have printed on either side of the student identification 

cards the telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, and would authorize the institution to 

have printed on either side of the student identification cards the Crisis Text Line, the campus police or 

security telephone number, or the local nonemergency telephone number, as provided, and a local suicide 

prevention hotline telephone number. The bill would require schools and public or private institutions of 

higher education subject to these requirements that have a supply of unissued, noncompliant identification 

cards as of January 1, 2019, to issue the noncompliant identification cards until that supply is depleted.  

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:  

 

SECTION 1. The heading of Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 215) of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 1 

of Title 1 of the Education Code is amended to read:  

Article 2.5. Pupil and Student Suicide Prevention Policies  

SEC. 2. Section 215.5 is added to the Education Code, to read:  

215.5. (a) Commencing July 1, 2019, a public school, including a charter school, or a private school, that 

serves pupils in any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, and that issues pupil identification cards shall have printed on 

either side of the pupil identification cards the telephone number described in paragraph (1) and may have 

printed on either side of the pupil identification cards the telephone numbers described in paragraphs (2) and 

(3):  

(1) The telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-800-273-8255.  

(2) The Crisis Text Line, which can be accessed by texting HOME to 741741.  

(3) A local suicide prevention hotline telephone number.  



(b) Commencing July 1, 2019, a public or private institution of higher education that issues student 

identification cards shall have printed on either side of the student identification cards the telephone number 

described in paragraph (1) and may have printed on either side of the student identification cards the telephone 

numbers described in paragraphs (2), (3), and (4):  

(1) The telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 1-800-273-8255.  

(2) The Crisis Text Line, which can be accessed by texting HOME to 741741.  

(3) The campus police or security telephone number or, if the campus does not have a campus police or 

security telephone number, the local nonemergency telephone number.  

(4) A local suicide prevention hotline telephone number.  

(c) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), if, as of January 1, 2019, a school subject to the requirements of 

subdivision (a), or a public or private institution of higher education subject to the requirements of subdivision 

(b), has a supply of unissued pupil or student identification cards that do not comply with the requirements of 

subdivision (a) or (b), as applicable, the school or the public or private institution of higher education shall 

issue those pupil or student identification cards until that supply is depleted.  

(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall apply for a pupil or student identification card issued for the first time to a 

pupil or student, and to a pupil or student identification card issued to replace a damaged or lost pupil or 

student identification card.  


